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Nurses march along with members of the CSEA near the Westchester Medical Center in Valhalla. Registered nurses at 4

the center are in the process of starting negotiations for their next contract. / Joe Larese/The Journal News
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and that they are viable,” Dahill said. “Exactly how that's going to
occur is anybody’s guess.”

As the region’s safety-net hospital, the medical center provides
advanced care and treats many uninsured patients and those on
Medicaid and Medicare. About half its patients get government-
subsidized health coverage.

The past year has been filled with major changes at the medical
center including hundreds of layoffs, an overhaul of psychiatric
emergency services and the subsequent private takeover of more
than 100 jobs at the Behavioral Health Center. Labor unions said
they fear more cuts and declining patient care, while hospital
leaders argue they are trying to keep the organization afloat.

“We’re not going to privatize the hospital, but if there are certain
aspects where we can preserve the mission yet improve the
economics, we will be forced to do it,” said Mark Tulis, chairman of
the medical center’s board of directors. “We have been set adrift by
the county and by the state, and we have to do what’s necessary.”

The medical center, which sits on county property, used to be part
of Westchester County government. Amid concern it was entangled
in politics and limited in how it could generate revenue, a state law
turned it into an independent, public-benefit corporation in 1998. A
hospital board of directors, appointed by elected officials, oversees
staffing and the budget.
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“The elected officials of this community play an important role in the Bounty hunter faces gun charge
survival and viability of this magnificent institution,” Piazza wrote in
an email. “They have abandoned that responsibility.”
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improvements last year and plans to spend another $63 million this
year, officials said. It also recently recruited prominent physicians
such as Dr. Juan Asensio, a trauma surgeon, and Dr. Mitchell
Cairo, a leading pediatric hematologist/oncologist.
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